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on account of your personal interest in the subject, and of the intrinsic fitness that you should be fully informed of everything that belongs to the pastoral relation, which you help to sustain. It is those who attend upon his preaching with whom the minister has the most intimate concern; he knows no distinction in the body of worshippers between proprietors and others; but the moment a family or an individual becomes a part of his congregation, a spiritual relation is established between him and their souls. I accordingly address this communication to you, with the assurance that you will listen to it with the same candor with which you have always received the frankest disclosures of my mind from this place.
In my letter to the proprietors of the church, in May, I made use of the following language: " If the support of my office should be thought burdensome or inexpedient in the deliberate judgment of your body and the society which you represent, it would be my desire to relinquish it. If your interests can be better promoted by other hands, I wish that they may assume the trust. I have now labored with you for nearly fourteen years ; I have done what I could to accomplish the purpose of our connection, and, under the present relation, it is not likely that my ministry can be essentially different from what it has been. I do not feel that I can do more in the time to come than T have in the time past. With this conviction, I am bound to give you the option of pre-be a respected, useful, and happy man. And this connection, which is foundedon.
